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Recycling paper is very important. Recycled paper is a 

vital resource as we all strive to keep our environment 

green. Paper is everywhere we look; from our offices and 

homes to the communities we live in. We all use paper 

and can make a huge impact on the environment when we 

recycle it. Pollution is reduced by 95% when recycled 

paper is made into new sheets. For every ton of paper we 

recycle we save 17 trees, 275 pounds of sulfur, 350 

pounds of limestone, 9000 pounds of steam, 60,000, of 

water, 225 kilowatt hours of electricity and 3.3 cubic 

yards of landfill space. 40 percent of all waste going into 

landfills is paper, Approximately 1 billion trees worth of 

paper are thrown away every year in the United States so 

the importance of recycling paper is great. 

One group that knows this well is the staff of the 

Government Recycling Section under the Kentucky 

Division of Waste Management (KGRS). This section, 

which includes eight fulltime employees and three 

temporary workers, is tasked with supporting KRS 

224.10-650 which mandates that all KY state agencies 

sort and recycle their office paper on a daily basis. KGRS 

picks up from over 100 agencies on a weekly basis and 

helps assure office paper including white paper, colored 

paper, cardboard, newsprint, envelopes, books, magazines 

and any other paper is being recycled and not thrown in 

the trash. Much of the white paper and colored paper is 

shredded into large (1300 pound) bales assuring 

confidentiality. Other paper products such as newsprint, 

hardback books and phonebooks are shipped loose. 

Cardboard is baled into 2000 pound bales. All of this 

paper and cardboard is then sold to help support the 

program. Recycling these items allow mills to produce 

new paper products such as paper towels, toilet tissue, 

tissue paper, egg cartons, new newspaper, packing 

material, new cardboard, cereal boxes and this list goes on 

and on. KGRS recycled 2,274,493 pounds from June  

 

2016 through May 2017.  

So the next time you are working in your office, 

unpacking your online orders in that cardboard box, 

finishing that box of cereal or about to toss out that 

newspaper think about our environment. We can all 

change the world one recyclable at a time. The impact we 

leave behind will affect our grandchildren and their 

children for many years to come. Think green and 

recycle. 

 

Aligning on moisture 

Recycling Today (June 2, 2017) 

 

“A protocol needs to be set up on both sides of the 

equation.” – Johnny Gold of The Gold Group Recycling 

Consultants, Swampscott, Massachusetts, referring to 

measuring bales’ moisture content 

The AF&PA guidelines mention using a calibrated 

instrument or tool to test bales. The two most common 

options are a surface measurement tool and a probe-type 

device, Gold noted. 

Linda Leone, regional vice president for recycling in the 

Northeast U.S. and eastern Canada at WestRock Co., 

Norcross, Georgia, said the company has a moisture 

program that follows AF&PA guidelines “for the most 

part.  .” However, mills are not mandated to check for 

moisture  

 

While some WestRock mills test every load using a 

probing tool, others may test a portion of incoming loads, 

Leone said.  

The paper company’s moisture limit is 12 percent. “These 

are limits we set at our mills,” Leone clarified, “not by 

AF&PA.”  

 



 

 

COMMODITY Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-17 Feb-17 Mar-17 Apr-17 May-17 Jun-17 Jun-16 

PAPER-$/TON RISI Official Board Markets (Midwest/Chicago area) FOB      

  Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-17 Feb-17 Mar-17 Apr-17 May17 Jun-17 Jun-16 

#2 mixed paper $65-75 $70-75 $70-75 $75-80 $85-90 $75-80 $55-60 $55-60 $60-65 

#37 sorted 

office paper 

(SOP) 

$155-

160 $155-160 $155-160 $155-160 $165-170 $160-170 $160-170 $160-170 

 

 

$130-140 

#8 ONP $80-90 $80-90 $80-90 $85-90 $90-100 $90-100 $75-80 $75-80 $70-75 

#40 sorted 

white ledger 

(SWL) 

$205-

210 $205-210 $205-210 $205-210 $205-215 $205-215 $202-215 $202-215 

 

 

$175-185 

#11 OCC $95-105 $95-105 $100-110 $145-160 $150-160 $150-160 $140-150 $170-180 

 

$80-85 

PLASTICS-₡/LB. Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - FOB      

  Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-17 Feb-17 Mar-17 Apr-17 Jun-17 Jun-17 Jun-16 

#1 PET - mixed 

(clear & green) $0.10 $0.10 $0.10 $0.12 $0.12 $0.13 $0.15 $0.15 

 

$0.10 

#2 HDPE 

(natural-milk 

jugs) $0.28 $0.24 $0.25 $0.34 $0.35 $0.35 $0.28 $0.27 

 

 

$0.39 

#2 HDPE 

(colored-

detergent btls.) $0.20 $0.13 $0.14 $0.22 $0.24 $0.20 $0.15 $0.14 

 

 

$0.22 

GLASS-$/TON Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - Delivered      

  Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-17 Feb-17 Mar-17 Apr-17 Jun-17 Jun-17 Jun-16 

clear (flint) $31.00 $31.00 $31.00 $31.00 $31.00 $31.00 $31.00 $31.00 $31.00 

brown (amber) $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $28.00 $26.50 $27.50 $27.50 $28.00 $28.00 

green $13.00 $13.00 $13.00 $14.00 $12.50 $10.00 $12.50 $12.50 $14.00 

METALS Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - Baled/Densified      

  Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-17 Feb-17 Mar-17 Apr-17 Jun-17 Jun-17 Jun-16 

aluminum 

beverage cans 

(UBC) cents/lb. $0.62 $0.62 $0.64 $0.68 $0.69 $0.68 $0.66 $0.66 

 

 

$0.57 

  Recycling Markets.Net/Secondary Materials Pricing - Baled      

  Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-17 Feb-17 Mar-17 Apr-17 Jun-17 Jun-17 Jun-16 

steel cans 

$/TON $55-65 $65-90 $80-90 $120-170 $120-185 $150-185 $120-160 $120-160 

 

$100-130 
 
 Kentucky Recycling Assistance Section 

Department for Environmental Protection 
Division of Waste Management 
300 Sower Blvd., 1st Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601  

The Kentucky Division of Waste Management does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, age, disability or 

veteran status.  The division provides, on request, reasonable accommodations necessary to 

afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all services, 
programs and activities.  Contact lisa.butler@ky.gov  to request materials in an alternate 

format.    


